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Closing the gender gap 



Closing the gender gap

I had intended to become a seamstress, but I loved it so
much, that I think I will become a physicist.



Closing the gender gap

Statement following a visit to the Physiscope !



Genesis

 Reflexions – National Centre of Competences MaNEP

– Attract the youth to science
– Interact with the public

 Physiscope   – started in 2007

– Close collaboration with 
• Physics section
• Dept. of public education (4 teachers)

– Support from 
• UNIGE, Faculty of Science
• Private foundations  H.Dudley Wright, E.Boninchi and M.Birkigt



Genesis

OUTSOURCE THE 
OUTFITTING
• Modern and attractive 

190m2 layout
• Competitive tendering won 

by the scenography 
department of TSR         
(swiss french TV broadcasting 
society - Maurice Pozzi)

UPSHOT
• Link with a public media
• Free publicity
• Media training
• Collaborations 



Team

Management
– Pr Christoph Renner, director
– Pr Michele Maggiore
– Dr Olivier Gaumer
– Céline Corthay
– Adriana Bonito Aleman

Scientific animators
– Margherita Boselli
– Irène Cucchi
– Lucie Maret
– Arnaud Dubreuil
– Dr Jean Etesse
– Dr Alexandre Fête
– Anthony Lionti
– Sébastien Perreti
– Guillaume Rapin
– Emmanuel Zambrini



Objectives

 Awakening activity for all ages
– Innovative exposure to science  – edutainment
– Enrich traditional teaching

 Reach out to the city and the general public
– Bridge to modern research  – citizen science
– Embedded in an active research infrastructure, not a museum
– Meet the scientists 

 Attractive settings close to contemporary research
 Animators trained to talk to school children

– Annual improvisation and media training

 Develop role models for girls



Immediate and growing success
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Boys and girls enjoy physics !



Physiscope impact



Role models



Animator coaching & training



Role models – in the Press



Role models – in the Press



Role models – on TV 





Physiscope to Scienscope



The Scienscope



Closing the gender gap

I would like to be a school teacher or Physiscope
What kind of job would you like to do later ?



QUESTIONS ?

http://scienscope.unige.ch/physiscope/


