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• Brief history: started as a network called the European Particle Physics 

Outreach Group (EPPOG) in 1997.
- Sweden represented in the network through Fysikersamfundet.
- Tightly connected to CERN in the beginning, changed name to IPPOG a 

couple of years ago to reach out worldwide.
- Has expanded to cover much more than accelerator physics, in particular 

strong activities in cosmic ray (astroparticle) physics outreach.

• Transformed from a network into a formal collaboration two years ago, 
with membership fees.
- Members can be countries, laboratories or experiments.
- Fees are low (1 kEuro/year), medium (3k) or large (5k), depending on the 

GDP and the size of the community.
- This allows to go from ideas to action, to have the means to produce 

material and pay for critical organisational support.

• Meet twice a year for 2.5 day long, intense, meetings.
- AT GSI-FAIR in May 2019, and at CERN in November 2019.
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Signing Organisation Country/Lab/Experiment Date signed

1 NIKHEF Netherlands 22 Sep 2016

2 DESY for KET Germany 23 Sep 2016

3 Physics Department of University of Oslo Norway 21 Oct 2016

4 LIP Portugal 1 Nov 2016

5 The Section for Elementary Particle and Astroparticle Physics of the Swedish 
Physical Society through the Swedish LHC Consortium

Sweden 1 Nov 2016

6 CHIPP Switzerland 4 Nov 2016

7 Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport Slovak Republic 15 Nov 2016

8 Institute of Atomic Physics Romania 17 Nov 2016

9 Helsinki Institute of Physics Finland 29 Nov 2016

10 FWO + F.R.S.-FNRS Belgium 30 Nov 2016

11 CERN CERN 19 Dec 2016

12 INFN Italy 21 Dec 2016

13 CNRS/IN2P3 France 23 Dec 2016

14 The Henryk NiewodniczaÅ„ski Institute of Nuclear Physics 
Polish Academy of Sciences

Poland 29 Dec 2016

15 CoEPP Australia 14 Feb 2017

16 The University of Notre Dame on behalf of QuarkNet USA 14 Mar 2017
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• Also the World Wide Data Day (W2D2), Int. Day of Women 
and Girls in Science, Particle Therapy Masterclass (new).
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• IPPOG is really branching out to other fields of physics besides 
accelerator physics.

�5



IPPOG Report Particle Physics Days, Linköping, Oct 2, 2019.

Jonas StrandbergGirls Do Physics

• New initiative this spring, get girls to upload pictures of them 
doing science experiments on social media (Instagram/Twitter).
- Was very successful, competition was extended in time.
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• Quotes from some of the winning teams (and the special prize 
winner for youngest participant!).
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• Collaboration board discussions:
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• Prepared a 9-page paper as input to the European Strategy 
discussions, highlighting the importance of Outreach and 
Communication for society and for our field.

�9



IPPOG Report Particle Physics Days, Linköping, Oct 2, 2019.

Jonas StrandbergEuropean Strategy

• One of Fabiola’s introduction slides at Granada highlighted outreach.
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• EPPCN (European Particle Physics Communication Network) was 

established by CERN in 2005 following the European Strategy.
- Strengthen communication and dissemination of information to member 

states.
- Coverage for the start of LHC, and the discovery of Higgs boson.

• Gets press releases ahead of time. Most of the discussions are on how to 
communicate, rather than discussions on the physics content.
- The press releases then needs to get disseminated to the journalists.
- In the statures, says it should be professional communicators, but for some 

small countries doubles with the IPPOG delegates.
- Very important that some delegates happen to be physicists (even when 

they are not supposed to be!).

• Task is to take information/press releases, translate to native language and 
put a national spin on it. “These Swedish groups contributed to …” 

• We now have a new Swedish representative in EPPCN, Kristina Careborg 
at VR, who started in this role in the beginning of the year.
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