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For the love of physics
Africa and IUPAP Women in Physics

On the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of WG5
Lives are changing
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Source: Network 
Startup Resource 
Center, 
TeleGeography, 
and European 
Commission.
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• Religion and 
family 
expectations 
can be 
dominating

• Government 
policy can be 
enabling or 
constraining

• The country 
team leader 
system works

• Some countries 
have an active 
group for women 
in physics up 
and running

• In some 
countries, there 
may be only one 
or two physicists 
who are women

At a glance:
About 22 of 55 
territories 
represented
at IUPAP WIP
conferences



IUPAP Int. Conference on Women in Physics
• The ICWIP format is designed to bring women in Low- and 

Lower-Middle Income Countries together, real or virtual
• Sometimes the first time a woman is enabled to travel to a 

conference
• Travel Grants and Technology Grants: extremely enabling

• Travel for a country team leader from a developing country: all meals
• Technology grant: data, internet connectivity, or a screen

• Leadership roles in the conference
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IUPAP Int. Conference on Women in Physics
• Developing country sessions
• Proceedings – sometimes the first paper a woman has published
• A regional meeting for Africa
• “The Future of Meetings”: time and space to meet informally – we 

are not alone
• Lives are changed by this conference
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Slide Acknowledgements to Mei-Hung Chiu, IUPAC

THE GENDER GAP IN SCIENCE









Results: So what have IUPAP WIP and Africa 
brought to  each other?
• Expanding communities
• Rising numbers
• “you are not alone”
• Ways of understanding gender in science
• Papers to publish, work to be done, opportunities to collaborate
• Determined thinking to find and test solutions 
• Major conferences
• Major projects
• Transdisciplinarity
• A life change: promotion, success, encouragement

IU
PA

P 
W

G
5 

an
d 

Af
ric

a 
  



Special acknowledgement

• Jackie Beamon-Kiene
• Henri Abraham Award
• Without whom we could not all have 

reached where we are now
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