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Statistics shows it all 
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Number of senior research staff 
in CAS Institute of Physics，1995-2004 
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Ratio of Women Undergrads in Physics  

in Peking University from 1938  1999 

                                                                                            % 

1938 – 46  (Southwestern Associate Univ)    5 / 69    7.2 

1947 – 49  Peking University   6 / 26    23.1 

1950 – 58                               109 / 861  13.6 

1959 – 70                                                    403 / 1999  20.2 

1970 – 81                274 / 694  39.5

  

1977 – 90                315 / 1980   15.9 

1990 – 99                 33 / 711     4.6 
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WGWIP in White House, June 2000  

Photo taken by Hidetoshi Fukuyama, Japan  

1st IUPAP Working Group on Women in Physics 

11 representatives (2 men) from 10 countries 

 

Judy R. Franz, USA, IUPAP Liaison 

Marcia C. Barbosa, Brazil, chair 

Kwang-Hwa Chung, Korea 

Hidetoshi Fukuyama, Japan 

Yosr E. E-D Gamal, Egypt 

Katherine Gebbie, USA 

Beverly Hartline, USA 

Elisa Molinari, Italy 

Sumathi Rao , India 

Barbara Sandow, Germany 

Herwig F. Schopper, Switzerland 

Ling-An Wu, China 



PhD student enrollment in  

Institute of Physics, CAS (1988-2005) 
Institute of Physics PhD Students
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Physics PhD Enrollment in 

Shanghai Jiaotong Univ 
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1980-2004 Peking Univ Senior High Graduates 

Admitted as Physics Majors  
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Reasons why the ratio of female graduate 

students is increasing 

Wrong reasons ?? 

• Harder for women to find jobs  

• Men score lower in exams 

Right reasons ??  

•  Women realize they have better chances? 

•  Women score higher in exams? 



Faculty in Physics Dept of Tsinghua University, 2008
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Disturbing Factors 

• Changing policies 

• Job discrimination 

• Age discrimination 

– Young Investigators’ Grants 35 age limit 

– Retirement age 

• Reduced child care facilities 



Actions of CPS WGWIP 

• CPS WGWIP established in Sept 2002  

• Special March issue of Physics magazine each year with articles on 
women in physics started 2004 

• Round table meeting to discuss women issues at Annual CPS 
meeting 

• 2004 Submitted proposal to NNSFC to extend age limit for women in 
certain grant applications  

• 2005 World Year of Physics  — Physics for the public 

• Biennial Xie Xi-De Physics Prize for Women established in 2007 

• Since 2013, lecture tours by female physicists to disadvantaged 
regions every year 



Physics, Mar 8 Special Issue 

2014 March issue,  

Cover design by female grad 

student of Peking Univ 

“物理也要从娃娃抓起” 

“You have to start teaching 

physics to them when they’re 

still kids” 

L.A. Wu 



2005 WYP Poster #21 honoring Women in Physics in the World 



Ze-Hui He 

Lan-Ying Lin 

Lin Li 

Hong Jing 
Ru-Song Zhou 

Cheng-Shu 

Wang 

Xi-De Xie 

Ming-Zhen Wang 

2005 WYP Poster #27 honoring Women in Physics in China 



Women in Physics in Asia 

2004/10   AAPPS,  9th APPC   Hanoi, Vietnam 
    Round table discussion on WIP 
    >60 participants, 50% men 

2005/11  APCTP International Workshop on Asian  
   Women in Physics, Pohang, Korea  

    6 countries and regions, >40 attendees  

2006/4    AAPPS WGWIP established 
2010/10  AAPPS International Workshop on Women in 

   Physics, Shanghai 
 
 
   



2015, with Rui SHI and mother 

2015 USTC New undergrads 
2019-8 Johns Hopkins Univ 

2015-6-26 Received email from a mother 

         2024-6-25          



2012, 2013 Visit to Beijing Changping District 
Jingwei School 

(School for children of migrant workers) 

IoP-OSA Student Chapter volunteers with 5th grade students 



Women physicists of the future! 

Mother and daughter look at the set of 51 WYP posters  

2005 

Fuzhou 


