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(I am no expert, so apologies for omissions or erroneous use of terminology!)

Sustainability in HEP

• … means many different things to many people. 

• In this talk, we will focus on computing aspects, more 
specifically on ATLAS in South Africa. 

• Based on a survey circulated in the community, where we had 
15 responses.  

• A fair representation of the community. 

• A personal aside: how I do things differently in SA as opposed to 
in Europe.
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Recall the CONNECTIVITY ISSUES :/



Awareness/Implementation

• Considering we have a significant fraction of masters students, this is encouraging. 

• I suspect a lot of it peer-to-peer acquired knowledge. 

• This creates a somewhat of a closed ecosystem, and potential bad habits can also spread. 

• Which brings us to …



Training

Part of AN ONGOING analysis?



Training

Use GRId/BaTCH?
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I personally feel let down ;-)



Training

Files in Tape?



Training

“I am worried it can take a lot of  work to install ATLAS programs like Athena on my Mac, so I avoid it”



Training



Training

GPUs in LXPLUS?



It is important to realise local realities play a large role in adopting sustainable 
computing practices, even though we are all CERN collaborators.

Training

• Before the pandemic, we had national workshop, where the students presented their work, 
and there were training lectures. 

• Unfortunately due to various reasons, we never restarted it. 

• We will recommend to the community to organise local training events, as there are enough 
expertise in the community covering many of these aspects.


