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• The Virtual Centre is funded by STFC (through consolidated grants). 

• There are also Lattice and Astro-Particle Virtual Centres as well as the IPPP 

• Website: nms.kcl.ac.uk/neil.lambert/fpuk  

• We applied in 2020 (2020-2023 KCL grant) and again in 2023 (2023-2026 KCL grant). 

• Successful with £60K awarded in each grant (£20K per year) 

• The UK formal theory community is large (~ 110 permanent academics in the last grant plus post-docs and 
students)  

• fpuk’s mandate is to foster interaction between UK formal theory groups, run meetings and represent the 
community within STFC and elsewhere.  

• We run annual 2-3 day general UK-wide meetings 

• We run annual 1 day meetings focused on post-docs  

• We also support smaller focused events run by others

http://nms.kcl.ac.uk/neil.lambert/fpuk


• Governing Board 

• Jerome Gauntlett (Imperial) 

• Prem Kumar (Swansea) 

• Neil Lambert - me (KCL) - Chair 

• Costis Papageorgakis (QMUL) 

• Simon Ross (Durham) 

• Sakura Schafer-Nameki (Oxford) 

• David Tong (Cambridge) 

• David Turton (Southampton)



• Our first meetings were Virtual due to COVID but we are very much a non-Virtual Virtual Centre 

• Summer meetings: 

• Stringfest@Swansea (31 August - 1 September 2022) 

• fpuk Meeting Durham (16-18 August 2023) 

• Eurostrings meets fpuk (here now!)  

• Edinburgh/Heriot Watt (Summer 2025) 

• Liverpool (Summer 2026) 

• Winter 1 day meetings 

• KCL (13 November 2021) 

• City (2 December 2022) 

• KCL (10 January 2024) 

• QMUL (6th December 2024) …



• Sponsored Events: 
Branes, black holes and geometry: A Meeting in Celebration of Jerome Gauntlett's 60th Birthday  (24-26 April 2024 Imperial) 

HoloUK 2 (26 February 2024 LIMS) 

  

YTF (14-15 December 2023 Durham University)  

HoloUK 1 (27 September 2023 LIMS) 

  

Intersections of String Theory and QFT IV  (8 September 2023 Birmingham) 

  

Intersections of String Theory and QFT III (14 April 2023 Imperial) 

  

YTF (15-16 December 2022 Durham University) 

  

Intersections of String Theory and QFT II (19 December 2022 Cambridge) 

StringData (7-10 December 2022 LIMS) 

  

STAG School (27 June - 1 July 2022 The University of Southampton) 

British Mathematical Colloquium Theoretical Physics Workshop (7-8 June 2022 King’s College London) 

Intersections of String Theory and QFT (8 April 2022 King’s College London)  

2022 Chennai-Southampton Workshop (28-30 March 2022 Southampton) 

YTF 2021 (16-17 December 2021)



• The Virtual Centre’s money is Community money 

• What you think is important 

• How have we helped? What can we do differently?  

• We will have to apply again early next year for the 2025-2028 grant round  

• So please feed back any thoughts and comments you have (to any board 
member or email fpukvirtualcentre@gmail.com)

mailto:fpukvirtualcentre@gmail.com

