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The aim of this study is to find a pathway to evaluate and predict the bioactivity of molecular chemicals using
the first principles approaches. The main question is why molecules with similar structures demonstrate dis-
tinct bioactivity properties when interacting with bio-organisms? Addressing this question holds significance
not only for applications to environmental safety of chemicals and drug design but also for advancement of
our understanding of kinetic process in complex system. The objective is to elucidate such a macroscopic
phenomenon through atomic-level physico-chemical properties and ultimately construct a theoretical model
capable of delineating the corresponding structure-bioactivity relationships. A directional reactivity path-
way has been developed in the first step of study for preliminary estimation of ligand’s reactivity with aryl-
hydrocarbon receptor (AhR) protein. The general metabolic pathways, specific mechanisms of biochemical
transformation, and relevant background knowledge for ligand-protein interactions have been considered. To
investigate critical changes stemming from subtle deviations in molecular structures, we utilize two theoreti-
cal tools. Specifically, Density FunctionalTheory (DFT) is used for calculating the electron density distribution
and related electric properties, such as dipole moments and localized electrophilicity. Meanwhile, Molecular
Dynamic (MD) simulations are applied to investigate and visualize molecular kinetic interactions, emphasiz-
ing the influence of steric effects. Theoretical studies on ligand-protein binding orientation, probability, and
equilibrium binding positions are conducted and presented as well as their comparison with experimental
bioassay results.

Keyword-1
DFT

Keyword-2
Molecular Dynamics

Keyword-3
Toxicity

Author: Dr KWON, Bong-Oh (Department of Matine Biotechnology, Kunsan National University, Kunsan,
Republic of Korea)

Co-authors: Dr KIM, Jong Seong (School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Seoul National University,
Seoul, Republic of Korea); Dr SON, Kyu-Hee (Sekwang Engineering Co., Seoul, Republic of Korea); Dr KIM,



Taewoo (School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Seoul National University, Seoul, Republic of Korea); Prof.
CHANG, Gap Soo (Department of Physics and Engineering Physics, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK
S7N 5E2); ABDOLAHZADEH ZIABARI, Ali

Presenter: Dr KWON, Bong-Oh (Department of Matine Biotechnology, Kunsan National University, Kunsan,
Republic of Korea)

Session Classification: DPMB Poster Session & Student Poster Competition (28) | Session d’affiches
DPMB et concours d’affiches étudiantes (28)

Track Classification: Technical Sessions / Sessions techniques: Physics in Medicine and Biology /
Physique en médecine et en biologie (DPMB-DPMB)


