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Land Acknowledgement

• Respectfully, we acknowledge that UNB stands on the unceded, 
unsurrendered, traditional territory of the Wolastoqey

• The lands of Wabanaki people are recognized in a series of Peace and 
Friendship Treaties to establish an ongoing relationship of peace 
friendship and mutual respect between nations

• Whose land are you on: https://native-land.ca/
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More Land Acknowledging

• Wabanaki: People of the dawnland

• This alliance of four peoples predated its 
first reporting by Europeans in 1606

• See https://wnnb.wolastoqey.ca/history/

Beadwork Images: http://iroquoisbeadwork.blogspot.com/2013/01/wabanaki-beadwork-part-2.html
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Artist: Kateri Aubin Dubois

https://wnnb.wolastoqey.ca/history/


The problem

• There is a significant drop in interest girls in 
STEM at ages 9-13. Updated studies in this 
field increase the scope of the issue

• Many children love science but are unable to 
see themselves as scientists

• The decline in "believing you can be a 
scientist" begins in middle school and 
disproportionally affects underrepresented 
groups, including girls, members of some 
racial and ethnic minorities, and children 
from lower socioeconomic backgrounds.
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IDEAS mission

• Addressing this issue at the root of the problem

• Promoting confidence in youth through adulthood in pursuing 
scientific learning and careers

• Creating a network of mentors and students across the country for 
under-represented minorities in science to foster connection
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Timeline
(Rolling the calendar back to 2012)

6



7



8

“We worked incredibly hard around the year 
not only to create and foster an environment 
hostile to women, but also to encourage the 
denigration and objectification of women, both 
inside and outside the classroom.”
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4 Years Later
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“Novel Intergenerational Approach”
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GIRLS Camp



COVID Happened
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What happened?

• The mission persisted

• Online Science Fair:
• 45 Graduate student mentors
• 72 Applicants
• 38 Funded projects

• STEM Stories

• Let's Talk Astrophysics:
• 3 Invited Speakers
• 50 Volunteers (students & faculty)
• Undergraduate Panel
• 200 Workshop Attendees (Reached 

Capacity)
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Timeline Overview

• 2019: Getting to the Right IDEA

• 2020: Covid-19 had other IDEAS

• 2021: IDEAS is Born
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What are we doing now?
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IDEAS Summer Camp 2023

• To be held at Queen's in August 2023

• Free to attend

• Ages 11-13

• Counselor training completed at SNOLAB

• Registration is now open

More events coming soon!
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Registration for IDEAS CAMP 2023
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Legacy

• It is not enough to inspire children and let them know

 "Anyone can love and do science!"

• We already know and believe this

• It is more meaningful to tell children who love science, that not only 
can they find a fulfilling life and career within the sciences, but also 
that they will always be welcome in the field
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What's next?
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Future Initiative Goals

• Continue to grow the reach of the IDEAS message

• Bring back impactful events from previous years and develop new 
projects with current team

• Build initiative sustainability with a stronger transition structure from 
year to year

(We do not need to be credited to support independent initiatives with 
similar missions. We are happy to share our resources)
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Our Team!

Melissa Baiocchi
Chairperson

Yilda Boukhtouchen
Co-Director

Adele Gryba
Executive Director

Minya Bai
Vice Chairperson

Akanksha Bij
Co-Director
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Connect with us!

• Come talk to me!

• Check out our website: https://www.queensu.ca/physics/ideas

• Email us at physcamp@queensu.ca

• Social Media will be active again soon

Facebook: IDEAS Initiative

Instagram: @ideas_initiative
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Thank You!
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