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A national, long-term, inter-
generational programme to 

encourage gender minorities to 
advance within STEM



Getting to the right IDEA…





1.Create a network and community 
of female physics students and 
professors

2.Create a diversity-focused school 
programme





STEMEd Programme

Never completed.



1.Create a network and community 
of female physics students and 
professors

2.Create a diversity-focused school 
programme



4 Years Later…



1.Create a network and community 
for women in STEM

2.Utilize this network to foster a 
love of the natural sciences in 
youths





“Novel Intergenerational Approach”







Successes

• “Intergenerational approach” success
• Extreme appetite in volunteers
• National interest
• Easily & affordably scalable



Improvements

• Outdated scope
• Crowded playing field
• Incomplete pipeline





IDEAS Mission Statement 

1. Create a national network and community for 
historically under-represented groups in STEM.

2. Utilize this diverse and united front to foster a love of 
the natural sciences in youths, and to support other 
programmes with similar objectives.

3. Build a continuous “pipeline of interest” from youths to 
university and beyond





Approve Abstract

Matched grades 6-8 
Students with field-specific 

grad student mentor

Fund Approved Projects

Hold Competition

So far…

• 45 grad student mentors

• 72 student applicants

• 38 funded projects

• 6 judges from faculty 
and government

• 645 unique viewers 
during finals





So far…

• 10 speakers

• 726 unique viewers

• 93 live submitted 
questions from locations 
across North America



• 3 invited speakers

• Undergraduate panel

• 50 volunteers from 
undergraduates to faculty

• 200 workshop attendees 
(capacity)



Supporting Programmes
IDEAS has provided…

• 46 volunteers (grad students, faculty, industry) sent to help with 
summer camps, science centers, and school groups

• Volunteers to local outreach programmes

• Volunteers to sit on various academic and outreach panels

• Volunteers to speak at undergraduate workshops

• Support for creation of local outreach and EDI groups



As for the IDEAS Camp…



Location A

Location B

Location C

Location D

Location E

Location F

Help 
establish 
Camps

Make Contact 
with Existing 

Camps

Unified Workshop
Spring 2023

Deliver Camps
Summer 2023

2022-2023 
ramp-up plan



10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22+
Summer Camps

Outreach

Symposia & Workshops

Canadian Online Science Fair

STEM Stories

Panel & Outreach Opportunities

Mentorship Opportunities

Networking

Peer Mentorship 

IDEAS Camp Workshop



Does it work?



Does it work?
Over the last 3 years, of volunteers who have graduated…

• 90% undergrads have started grad school (n=10)
10% went into education

• 93% MSc volunteers have started a PhD (n=14)
7% went into education

• 100% PhD volunteers are now postdocs (n=6)



Get involved...

• Currently 187 members

• No financial, time, or effort obligation

• Offered mentoring, volunteering, 
networking opportunities

• Access to Initiative to help staff your own 
EDI projects.

• Put your name in online!

All individuals encouraged to participate

www.queensu.ca/physics/



The IDEAS Initiative Executive Board

Jasmine Corning
Vice-Chairperson

PhD Candidate (Queen’s)

Stephanie Walton
Executive Director

MSc Candidate (Queen’s)

Kelly Cathcart
Director of Operations

MSc (McMaster)

Simran Nerval
General Manager

PhD Candidate (Toronto)

(and me)



• Champion your own local IDEAS Camp!

• Or tell us about your local camp!

• Talk to me and Jasmine this week! (or at physcamp@queensu.ca)

Primary Sponsors


