
DASP1 Business Meeting
June 14 2016
12:00 – 13:00

University of Ottawa

1. Approval of the Agenda
2. Approval of the minutes of the June 17 2015 meeting
3. Community items

a) CAP-NSERC liason (Hocking)
4. Matters arising from the minutes R. Marchand
5. Membership and financial status: R. Marchand
6. Best student presentation competition: R. Marchand
7. Information item:

The space library "The Space Library". http://www.thespacelibrary.com
Other items 

8. Reports by agencies.
CSA
NSERC
CFI

9. Reports by national representatives
a) GEM
b) CEDAR
c) COSPAR
d) SCOSTEP
e) URSI
f) IAGA
g) CSA
h) CNILC (IUPAP)

10. Financial status and division fees (Marchand)
11. Election of a Secretaty
12. Venue of the 2016 DASP workshop
13. Passing of the buck to Johnathan Burchill as new DASP Chair
14. Adjournment

1 1DASP is the Canadian Association of Physicists’ Division of Atmospheric and Space Physics
(http://www.cap.ca/en/div/dasp).



DASP2 Business Meeting
June 14 2016
12:00 – 13:00

University of Ottawa

Minutes

1. Approval of the Agenda
Moved: Johnathan Burchill
Alex Cushley

2. Approval of the minutes of the June 17 2015 meeting
Martin Connors
Alex Cushley

3. Community items
a) CAP-NSERC liaison (W. Hocking) 

See Appendix A

4. Matters arising from the minutes R. Marchand
A letter (see Appendix D) was sent to the CSA president Sylvain Laporte to ask that a 
consultative body be reestablished to represent the DASP community. A reply has been received
(Appendix E) and arrangements must now be made by the DASP Chair to contact CSA Director
General for Space Utilization Éric Laliberté to discuss the modalities for establishing such a 
formal consultative body.

5. Membership and financial status: R. Marchand
DASP now has a total of 171 members. See details in point 10.

6. Best student presentation competition: R. Marchand
Judges: Martin Connors, James Drummond, Wayne Hocking, David Knudsen, Patrick Perron 
(Head Judge)
Nine students are competing for the best oral presentation.
No one registered in the poster competition.
Two prizes can be awarded by DASP.
One student can be selected for the final CAP competition.

7. Information item:
The space library "The Space Library". http://www.thespacelibrary.com
Gordon Shepherd presented this initiative which is aimed at archiving documents and videos 
from space science research. Some services are free of charge, but subscription fees must be 
paid in order to have full access to the Library.

2 DASP is the Canadian Association of Physicists’ Division of Atmospheric and Space Physics
(http://www.cap.ca/en/div/dasp).



8. Reports by agencies.
CSA: A report was presented by John Manuel during the last thirty minutes of the afternoon 
session.

9. Reports by national representatives
a) SCOSTEP (W. Ward)

See Appendix B
b) IAGA (A. Yau)

See Appendix C
c) CNILC – IUPAP (R. Marchand)

1. CNILC is the Canadian national committee which acts as the liaison with the 
International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP).

2. R. Marchand represents Group 1 (General and Near Earth Physics) covers the following 
IUPAP commissions:
1. C2 Atomic Mass and Fundamental Constants
2. C15 Atomic Physics
3. C16 Plasma Physics
4. C17 Laser Physics and Photonics

3. Each commission periodically attributes awards and prizes.
The main prize being the “Young Scientist Prize”.
The one most relevant to DASP could be from C16 or C17. Announcements for these 
prizes will likely be made in November 2016 with a deadline in January 2017.

4. It was also mentioned that IUPAP can provide funds to help host international 
conferences in Canada. Details can be fount at http://iupap.org/sponsored-conferences/

10. Financial status and division fees (Marchand)
a) Full members: 32 (1 with 2nd year of 5-year membership)

Full members foreign: 2
Full members reduced: 3
Full members retired: 5 (1 with 2nd year of 5-year membership)
Graduate students: 34
CASCA + CIC joint members: 5
Undergraduates: 90
Total: 171

b) Last year's revenue and expenditures:
Revenue: $  460
Expenditures: $1241
Current balance: $3446.21
It was noted that revenues generated from investments made by CAP with division funds 
were not given back to divisions.

11. Election of a Secretary
This will be done later by e-mail.
If anyone wishes to volunteer or nominate someone, please send your suggestions to the new 
Chair Johnathan Burchill.

12. Venue of the 2016 DASP workshop
This will be decided in the coming months.



13. Passing of the buck to Johnathan Burchill as new DASP Chair
The chairmanship was passed to Johnathan who asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

14. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned shortly before 13:00.



Appendix A

Liaison committee highlights
1. Need for more reviewers - Canadians should respond to requests to be a reviewer
2.  External reviewers - NSERC finds their use variable - _may_ discuss reducing them???
3.  Cost Research Factor changed.. Low, normal, high   --->  normal, high ... low -->  normal, not zero
4.  Split across Evaluation groups of (a)Physics (1505) and geosciences (1506)
--- buffer the effect by loading up the expert panels?
 DG Panel of Experts    Nominations.. NEED  MORE.

=========================================================================
Kathryn McWilliams kathryn.mcwilliams@usask.ca
Andrew Yau already there
Daniel Vollick, dan.vollick@ubc.ca.
(RESEARCH: general relativity; black holes; cosmology; string theory  - not quite what I was after?)

Richard Boudreault p.phys.   https://ca.linkedin.com/in/richardboudreault self-nominated
Chairman of the Board Sigma Energy Storage
Montreal, Canada Area
Oil & Energy

Glenn Hussey    http://artsandscience.usask.ca/profile/GHussey#/research

=========================================================================
5. CASCA (Astronomy etc) not repesented on liaison committee, and similarly have no "home"
 (GSC17 was decimated).
5.  Reviewing Create - HQP? Other issues. (NSERC internal review)
6.  open access - no need to pay fee but must at least have in a repository e.g. your library.
7.  Open access **data** now a big issue
8. Sciencereview.ca
   - make own submissions
9.  2020 vision plan  (also individuals could put things in)
10.  Research Partnerships forum here at CAP
11.  Reviewing CGSM...  Canada Graduate Scholarships-Master's Program (NSERC internal)



SCOSTEP Report – 2016 – W. Ward
• 2014 to 2018 Program is VarSITI (Variability of the Sun and its 

Terrestrial Impact).

• SCOSTEP awards 

• Seed funding for workshops etc. is available.

• Visiing Scholar Program.

• Newsleters: Opportuniies for new career scienists and program 

promoion.

• 2017 – 2nd VarSITI Symposium (Irkutsk, Russia, June 26-30, details 

forthcoming)

• 14th Quadrennial Solar-Terrestrial Physics Symposium (STP14) in 

2018 (proposed for Canada).

Appendis B



SCOSTEP Medals
•SCOSTEP Science Award 

– The award is given to recognize an 

outstanding contribuion of a scienist 

to solar-terrestrial physics; 

•Young Scienist Award 

– The award is given to young scienists who 

achieved considerable success in solar-

terrestrial physics and took an acive part in 

SCOSTEP-related aciviies; 

•SCOSTEP Service Award
– The award is given to recognize a unique

contribuion to SCOSTEP-related aciviies, 

to realizaion of its programs and events.

The awards will be given biannually.

Prof. Dr. Sami Solanki (Max Planck Insitute for Solar System Research, Germany) was this 

year´s winner of the Science Award. Dr. Nick Petadella (HAO, UCAR, USA) and Dr. Bret Carter 

(Space Research Centre, RMIT University,  Australia)

Informaion on the nominaion procedure htp://www.yorku.ca/scostep/



SCOSTEP Visiing Scholar Program

• Objecive: to provide training for young scienists and

graduate students from developing countries in well-

established solar terrestrial physics laboratories and

insituions. 

• Duraion: between one and three months. 

• Four scholars each year, one related to each of the four 

SCOSTEP VarSITI themes (htp://www.varsii.org/ ). 

• Several labs have been ideniied as host locaions.

• If you wish to have your insitute considered as a host site, 

please contact Marianna Shepherd, msheper@yorku.ca



Variability of the Sun and Its Terrestrial 

Impact (VarSITI)

• VarSITI is the current internaional 

interdisciplinary research program of the 

Scieniic Council on Solar Terrestrial Physics. 

• It focuses on four major themes: 

– Solar magneism and extreme events, 

– Earth impacing solar transients, 

– Magnetospheric changes,

– Consequences and processes in the Earth's 

atmosphere.



Variability of the Sun and Its Terrestrial 

Impact (VarSITI)

• Four projects were iniiated under this program:

– Solar Evoluion and Extrema (SEE)

– Internaional Study of Earth-Afecing Solar Transients (ISEST)

– Speciicaion and Predicion of the Coupled Inner-Magnetospheric Environment 

(SPeCIMEN).

– Role Of the Sun and the Middle atmosphere /thermosphere /ionosphere In Climate 

(ROSMIC)

•  VarSITI Co-Chairs (Contact to get involved): 

– Prof. Katya Georgieva, Bulgaria (katyageorgieva@msn.com ) 

– Prof. Kazuo Shiokawa, Japan (shiokawa@stelab.nagoya-u.ac.jp )

• Observing campaigns; data archiving; collaboraions; naional funding 

opportuniies (alignment with VarSITI scieniic goals); possibility to help guide 

future scieniic aciviies.  



VarSITI/SCOSTEP Seed Grants

• Grants of the order of a few thousand dollars.

• Informaion on grants -htp://www.varsii.org/ 

under the organizaion tab.

• The deadline for applicaions for 2017 will be 

in December 2016.



VarSITI Newsleter

To post in the newsleter go to 

htp://www.varsii.org/ and under 

the publicaions tab there is 

informaion on how to proceed.

Submit feature aricles on your 

aciviies.

Special aricles on young scienists.

The contact person is Ms. Miwa 

Fukuichi (fukuichi@isee.nagoya-

u.ac.jp).



14th Quadrennial Solar-Terrestrial 

Physics Symposium (STP14) - 2018

• STP 14 will take place in Vancouver July 9-13, 

2018, the week before COSPAR.

• Convenient dates to minimize costs for 

internaional visitors.

• The scieniic program will advance our 

understanding of the solar-terrestrial relaionship 

using space- and ground-based observaions, 

cuing-edge models and theory.

• Opportunity to promote the aciviies of our 

community.



Web Sites

htp://www.varsii.org/

htp://www.yorku.ca/scostep/

VarSITI Co-Chairs (Contact to get involved): 

– Prof. Katya Georgieva, Bulgaria 

(katyageorgieva@msn.com )

– Prof. Kazuo Shiokawa, Japan 

(shiokawa@stelab.nagoya-u.ac.jp ) 



Appendix C

Report by National Representative – IAGA
DASP Business Meeting, Ottawa, June 14, 2016
Andrew Yau

June 14, 2016
IAGA-related activities in the past year of interest to the DASP community are summarized as follows:
[1] IUGG Scientific Assembly 2015: Prague, June 2015
•
IUGG 2015 was held in Prague, Czech Republic in June 2015. The CNC-IUGG 2015 Report

notes that: “Canada's contribution to IAGA content at the IUGG Prague was significant.
There were sixteen IAGA-affiliated Canadian attendees... These 16 ... attendees
presented 21 papers at the meeting... four of the Canadian IAGA attendees were
Conveners or co-convener, and two attendees acted as Chairs for two other sessions.”
[2] IAPSO-IAMAS-IAGA Joint Assembly 2017

•
The next IAGA Scientific Assembly will be held at Cape Town, South Africa on Aug 27-Sep
1, 2017, jointly with IAMAS and IAPSO. Call for Abstracts will be forthcoming and DASP
community members are encouraged to attend this Assembly and to submit

contributions to relevant Symposia.
[3] Canadian IAGA National Representative

•
•
•

Traditionally, the Canadian National Committee of IUGG (CNC-IUGG) appoints two
persons nominated by the CAP and the CGU (Canadian Geophysical Union, respectively),

to represent Canada as IAGA Representatives.
For 2011-2015: Andrew Yau was the Senior Representative, and Phil McCausland was
the Junior Representative

For 2015-2019: Phil McCausland is the Senior Representative; the Junior Representative
is being nominated by CAP

[4] Canadian representation in IUGG and IAGA
•
•
•

One of the metrics used by the Government to evaluate Canadian contributions to (and
leadership in) the international scientific community in the different discipline areas is
the participation rate of Canadians in leadership positions of international scientific
bodies and associations.
In the area of the CNC-IUGG, which includes IAGA, Michael Sideris was elected President

of IUGG for 2015-2019.
Andrew Yau was reelected Executive Committee member of IAGA for 2015-2019.
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