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Could not leave the US 
Lectures online



Timetable



Timetable

Few complaints 
about a too 
early start J



Y. Wong (University of Melbourne)
Constraints on particle physics from cosmological observations: 
structure formation, gravitational lensing and the neutrino mass

J. Redondo (University of Saragossa)
Axions as dark matter - axion cosmology

S. Knirck (Harvard University)
Principles and status of the search for dark matter axions

F. Kahlhofer (KIT)
WIMP DM intro

F. Kühnel (LMU)
Primordial BH Dark matter

F. Donato (University of Turin)
Indirect DM searches

G. Raffelt (MPP)
Axions: limits from astrophysics

F. Vissani (LNGS)
Neutrino theory

M. Vignati (University of Rome Sapienza)
CEvNS Experiments

C. Braggio (University of Padua)
Quantum detectors for astroparticle physics

C. Volpe (APC Paris)
Low-energy neutrino astrophysics

S. Mertens (MPIK)
Neutrino mass experiments

T. Marrodan (MPIK)
DM experiments

M. Lorenz (EU-Büro of the Max-Planck-
Institutes In the Regional Cluster Bavaria)
Proposal writing: EU Grants and Fellowships in 
European Funded Projects

Lecturers 50%F + 50%M



Hands-on Activities



Hands-on Activities



Feedback Lectures & Hands-on
Which lecture or topic did you find most valuable, and why?
• + topic close to own research
• + topic not covered in the own curriculum
• + interactive lectures

Are there any topics you wish had been covered or explored further?
• Maybe it would have been nice to do a panel discussion on some topics, especially 

future prospects
• More about gravitational waves in connection with BSM physics
• Gamma-rays and GWs

Do you have any additional comments or suggestions for the 
organisers?
• We were rushed out of the question time, I would say. It is also normal in a busy 

schedule, but I would sacrifice some lecture time for question time. An idea could 
also be to have a ‘question session’ with the lecturers of the past 2 days or so, s.t. 
we really create the environment for it.



Feedback Lectures 
& Hands-on
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Feedback Lectures 
& Hands-on
What did you like most or least about the hands-on sessions?
• Most: Topics Least: time-schedule
• I wish that they had communicated a more detailed/structured program on what we were going to do before the beginning, so that we 

could have chosen better
• Very Motivated tutors. The first come first serve sign-up was a bit chaotic. This should be improved in the future.
• I really liked the hands on activity which was not related to my topic, because it was easier to get in touch with other topics in a smaller 

setting
• I liked the variety of topics proposed, but not the way we had to choose among them. A google form would have been fairer
• I found them fantastic! I was very grateful to gain experience in the lab as a theorist.
• Very well structured and helpful. Ideally it would have been good to spend more time in the lab, but I understand it would have been much 

harder to organize



Social Events
• Saturday: trip to lake Chiemsee
• 2 x School dinner downtown
• Supernova visitor center in Garching
• Guided city tour
• 2 x Football evenings with pizza



Lake Chiemsee
62 registered, 51 participated



2 x School dinners downtown



Supernova visitor center



Guided city tour
57 registered, 38 participated



Soccer & Pizza



Feedback 
Social Activities

Do you have any additional comments or suggestions for the organisers?
• Almost too many social activities, two weeks of lectures and networking were really exhausting
• Maybe the schedule was a bit tight; I know there was a lot of things to fit in 2 weeks, but at the end of the day I felt really tired 

(never had enough energy to join the other guys in some after-dinner activities :))
• Better to do the welcome presentation/introduction first, and then the reception with food, etc. Also, some people already left by 

the time the presentation started. 

• I liked them very much; that made the experience even better
• I appreciate the variety of extra activities, both during the evenings and weekend
• Thank you for the huge work behind all of this. You stayed with us even on Saturday and many evenings, after the working hours



Preliminary cost estimate (May 2026)
Coffee:   ~ 12k€
Social dinner/Welcome: ~ 15k€
Speakers: 2000€ /lecturer ~ 26k€
Fellowships:  ~   5k€
Social activities:  ~   6k€
***************************************
Total   ~ 65k€

Funding granted: 
• SFB graduate school:  25k€
• General support from MPP:  20k€
• General support from TUM:   5k€
• Excellence Cluster ORIGINS-II: 10k€
Total:    60k€

Fee for 70 paying participants (300 €) 21k€  Likely positive balance:
• One more fellowship?
• Add lunches during school days?
• Add lunch during the Saturday excursion?
• Upgrade welcome reception to dinner?
• School t-shirt?



Preliminary cost estimate (June 2026)
Coffee:   ~ 12k€
Social dinner/Welcome: ~ 15k€
Speakers: 2000€ /lecturer ~ 26k€
Fellowships:  ~   5k€
Social activities:  ~   6k€
***************************************
Total   ~ 65k€

Funding granted: 
• SFB graduate school:  25k€
• General support from MPP:  20k€
• General support from TUM:   5k€
• Excellence Cluster ORIGINS-II: 10k€
Total:    60k€

Fee for 70 paying participants (300 €) 21k€  Likely positive balance:
• One more fellowship
• Add lunches during school days
• Add lunch during the Saturday excursion
• Upgrade welcome reception to dinner
• School t-shirt?

61         18k€

        55k€

School fee included:
9 lunches
5 dinners
2 coffee breaks/day
1 full day excursion
2 evening excursions



Final cost (October 2026)
Coffee & Lunch weekdays: ~  20k€
Social dinners:  ~ 8k€
Welcome reception:  ~   3k€
Speakers:   ~ 15k€
Fellowships:  ~   5k€
Social activities:  ~ 9k€
***************************************
Total   ~ 60k€



Feedback General Organization

Do you have any comments regarding the location or overall organization?
• Maybe starting at 9:00 
• Maybe being in the center of Munich would have been nicer
• It would have been nice to have a bit more diverse group of students
• The first time looking for the rooms the guy at the entrance send us in a completely different direction

• No comments, everything was smooth and very well organized
• It was an amazing school to be a part of



Feedback General Organization



Feedback General Organization

Do you have any additional comments or suggestions for the organisers?
• The XXX was not good in terms of vegetarian/vegan options and declaration
• Some of the vegetarian lunch meals (especially Monday + Tuesday of the second week) were really terrible
• Maybe paying more attention to dietary conditions, and make sure they are met and understood by the restaurants*.

* People with allergies could choose from the menu



Feedback General Organization



Registrations

Completed:   70 (we closed registrations before the original deadline)
      2 cancelled on short notice (one due to health reasons was refunded)
    è 68 participants
Withdrawn:   11
Rejected:   17 (master students or no reference)



70 Participants from Around the Globe 
68



Fellowships
Commitment to ensuring broad and equitable access to the school

Fellowships covering registration fees and lodging prioritised for participants from institutions in 
developing countries or for those facing exceptionally high travel costs

50% of registrants requested support

Comment on young faculty



Statistics

25 local

My biased assumption!
37% F

18 of the 25 F students are Italian



Soccer tournament! Networking game 
welcome event!



Lessons Learned
Include a question regarding accessibility needs during registration!!!

Make sure your co-organisers are really on board.

Caterers are poorly responsive to dietary needs.

There is never enough cake at the coffee break.

Regardless of how well you try to organize, someone will always find something to complain about!


