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25 years of Sloan Digital Sky Survey
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SDSS imaging
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SDSS spectra
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SDSS operations (till 2021)
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SDSS operations (now)
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SDSS Public Data Releases: why?
• To increase impact of our science
• To enable reproducibility of our results 
• To increase the longevity of the data 
• To enable new projects by non-SDSS 

scientists 
• and provide input for Education and 

Outreach projects!
• To keep ourselves honest 
• Because that’s how we roll!

Credit: Adam Bolton



https://dr19.sdss.org/

• Download images 
and spectra

• Query and cross-
match catalogs

• Visually inspect 
data

• SciServer data lab
• Python notebook 

tutorials
• Voyages for high 

school teachers 
and students

• Help Desk



Document, document, document!
www.sdss.org/dr19



DocuOrca 2024

Image credit: Jennifer Johnson, eScience Institute 



https://impact.sloan.org/share-tactics-bad63e328931







Where does your data come from?

• How much should/need researchers and 
students know about the origin and processing 
of the data they are using for their science?

• How do we acknowledge and reward the people 
responsible for data collection, processing, 
distribution, documenting, and archiving?
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