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Brian born 4th January 1954

in Crook, Co. Durham.
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Attended Wolsingham Secondary 
School County Durham, 1965-1972. 
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Attended Wolsingham Secondary 
School County Durham, 1965-1972. 

Head Boy, 1972
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Queen Elizabeth College, 
London University 1972 – 1975; 
1st Class Honours
in Physics, 1975. 

Dillon Prize, 1974 
and Andrewes Prize, 1975 
for best performance in year.
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Honorary Life Member, 
Queen Elizabeth College Students 
Union 1975. 

For “general contribution to college life”

Secretary of the Union
Member of College Council.

Very interested in history & politics & 
very left wing. 
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“Lots of what I know about chairing 
meetings I learnt from the Chair of College council, Sir Hedley Atkins, a medic.” 

How to ensure that a meeting behaved in an orderly fashion

How to ensure that everyone felt that their opinion had been heard
and taken on board 

How to scan a meeting to be sure that people were ready to decide
and move on 

“The whole gamut of how to chair a meeting properly,
which these days seems to be less and less understood

It is an art that has to be both studied and practiced.”



13

I. Shipsey FosterFest 11-9-24

Oxford DPhil 1978



14

I. Shipsey FosterFest 11-9-24

Oxford DPhil 1978

Three pion systems 
in 4.2 GeV k-p 
interactions

Supervisor:
Pavel Grossman 

Talk of Jos Engelen
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Research Associate, Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, 1978–82; 
& Imperial College, 1982-84  ACNO, TASSO (see talk of Albrecht Wagner)

Lecturer, Dept. of Physics, Bristol University, 1984 – 1992; 
Reader 1992 – 1996; 
Head of Bristol Particle Physics Group, 1992 – 2003; 
Professor of Experimental Physics,  Bristol, 1996 – 2003 
(Emeritus, 2003); 
PPARC Lecturer Fellow 1999 – 2000
TASSO, ZEUS, SDC, BaBar
(Talks of Albrecht, Mandy, Brian, Jordan)

Built the group up to be one of the 
strongest small groups in the country
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Professor of Experimental Physics in the University of Oxford 2003 – 2016
Head of the Subdepartment of Particle Physics  (PP) 2004 – 2011 
Professorial Fellow of Balliol College 2003 – 2022, now Emeritus 
Donald H. Perkins Professor of Experimental Physics, 2016 – 2022, now Emeritus
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Architect of the John Adams Institute for Accelerator Science
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Introduced biweekly PP Executive Committee management 
meetings in their current form

Chaired PP Graduate Studies Committee, which coordinated
teaching of particle physics  to experimental graduate 
students (involved both PP & Theory subdepartments.) 

Responsible for the well-being & academic progress of 
around  50 - 60 PP graduate students. 

Supervised  the admissions process & interviewed all 
prospective D. Phil. students  before entry

These practices have been followed ever since.  
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Introduced biweekly PP Executive Committee management 
meetings in their current form

Chaired PP Graduate Studies Committee, which coordinated
teaching of particle physics  to experimental graduate 
students (involved both PP & Theory subdepartments.) 

Responsible for the well-being & academic progress of 
around  50 - 60 PP graduate students. 

Supervised  the admissions process & interviewed all 
prospective D. Phil. students  before entry

These practices have been followed ever since.

PP biggest contributor of overhead to Oxford Physics 
when Brian arrived, dropped to average by the time he left.  
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Max Born 
Medal & Prize 
2003 
IOP & DPG
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OBE 
2003
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FRS 
2008
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HonFInstP (2020)
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Humboldt Research Prize 1999

Humboldt Research Professorship 2011

at University of Hamburg/DESY on leave 

of absence from Oxford. 

ZEUS, ILC, FLASHForward,  HALHF 

(see Plasma Accelerators and Compact Colliders

talk of Carl Lindstrøm)
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Member of SC2 – a key role in electing new PP Fellows
Council member 
Vice-President - established electronic voting on new Fellows! 
Got an important report on “Greenhouse Gas Removal” 
ISBN: 978-1-78252-349-9 through the hurdles. 
Much government advice given
Many foreign delegations entertained 
Member, RS Public Engagement Committee 
Member of the Research Community of Interest 
Founder member of the International Committee
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Role in external things in pp 
– (talk of Ian Halliday Science Government & Brian)

Organising the response to the Kendrew Report on CERN
Founding the IoP HEPP group 
Chairing the IoP Nuclear and Particle Physics Division
Member of IoP Council
Honorary Fellow IoP

Member of LHCC in its earliest days, Chief Referee for LHCb.
Chair of ECFA (2002-2005), which led to European Director of ILC   (talk of Barry) 
sometimes acting as CERN Council delegate 
for  Ken Pounds as CEO of PPARC 
Scientific Council of DESY
Currently Chair of CEPC IAC  

Einstein’s Violin (Jack Liebeck)
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BRIAN FOSTER
Professor of Physics           

Oxford University
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REF2021  PHYSICS



UK  Government  Assessment of 
UK Physics Departments  2022



“What we know is a droplet, what we 
don’t know is an Ocean”

Sir Isaac Newton (1643-1727)

42
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The ocean is for all of us and future generations
to explore.
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Stopping working so hard would be my 
plan for the next two decades although I 
am not sure I want to be around that 
long!
Still, Herwig Schopper is a role model 
here.
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Stopping working so hard would be my 
plan for the next two decades although I 
am not sure I want to be around that 
long!
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The ocean is for all of us and especially 
future generations to explore.

Brian has played a key leadership role in particle 
physics for more than four decades

And this will continue well into his retirement  


