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C13 Officers:
Joseph Niemela, Chair
K. Renee Horton, Vice-Chair
Er-Jia Guo,  Secretary

Members:
Michael Steinitz, Ambarish Kunwar, David Hutchinson, Horacio Femandes, Aba Bentil Andam,  Andrea 
Lausi, William Jo,  Ksenia Nepeina,  Brian Masara,  Samia Charfi Kaddour,  James Uhomoibhi 

Associate Members:
Sekazi Mtingwa,  Anisa Qamar, ManoJ Kumar Thakur, Antje Vollmer, Hycienth O. Aboh 

The Annual meeting of C13 was held  on  22-23 August 2025 at the Abdus Salam International Centre 
for Theoretical Physics in Trieste, Italy. The meeting was in hybrid format with 8 in physical presence 
and 9 connecting virtually. 

It is with great sadness that we report that one of our associate members,  Angie Sanchez, Honduras, 
had  passed away prior to the meeting. 

Type-D conferences:

C13 Reviews and makes recommendation on funding support for Type-D conference applications. 
This year the number of applications had increased substantially from years past to 18 in total. 

Having reached a quorum, the proposed activities were subject to a vote and ranked for 
recommendation of financial support.

Decisions:

A.  The following 5 applications are C13’s recommendations to IUPAP for funding, ranked in 
decreasing order from 1-5 :

(1) Alpha-Cen meeting and Salvadoran School of Astrophysics (a-Cen/SALSA 2026) 
(El Salvador); Suggested funding: EURO 6000

(2) 6th CFPLP-Physics and Innovation for a Sustainable Future (Angola); Suggested funding: 
EURO 6000

(3) The African School of Fundamental Physics and Applications, Edition 2026 (Kenya); 
Suggested funding: EURO 6000 



(4) The Ninth African Synchrotron Light Source Conference (AfLS9) (Zimbabwe); 
Suggested funding: EURO 6000 

(5) The 13th International Conference of the African Materials Research Society (AMRS 
2026) (Kenya). Suggested funding: EURO 6000 

Total suggested funding: EURO 30,000

B. Two well-received applications were recommended to be endorsed:

a) Workshop on Non-Perturbative Mass Generation in QCD (Brazil); 

Reason: No funding requested

b) Pacific Island Nations Physics Summit Samoa (now Fiji). 

Reason: Dates were originally in 2026 but had to be brought forward to 2025 to align with 
UNESCO requirements, hence the activity, while with merit, was not eligible for funding 
from C13.

C.  Three other applications, while not recommended for funding, were considered to be suitable for 
endorsement, should that help the organizers with their own fund-raising:

c) Phenomenology of Strong Gravity 2026 (Kazakstan); 

d) Empowering Women in Physics: 3rd Regional Conference on Women in Physics 
(Pakistan); 

e) Photometric Surveys of Southern Stars (South Africa). 

D.  Suggested modifications to application forms:

It was recommended that  a statement on the need and intended use for the requested grant 
allocations be included in the application form.

Updates on programs targeting developing countries

Light Sources for Africa, the Americas, Asia, Middle East and Pacific (LAAAMP):  Sekazi 
Mtingwa presented an update on LAAAMP, with discussions centered around both the 
program and current and proposed funding. 

Synchrotron-light for Experimental Science and Applications in the Middle East (SESAME):  
Andrea Lausi provided a scientific update on the SESAME facility in Jordan and future plans.

Physics in the Pacific: David Hutchinson discussed the need for physics for development in 
the Pacific island nations,  including basic science education. He also  discussed some current 
and future programs, including the Physics summit that was endorsed above and possible 
regional models for IUPAP membership. 



International Year of Quantum Science and Technology (IYQ2025):  Joe Niemela discussed 
the IYQ global education conference held in Ghana, and its followups, as well as the IUPAP-
IYQ photo contest. 

IOP Programs: James Uhomoibhi discussed some initiatives of the Institute of Physics (IOP) 
and possible synergies/collaborations with C13. 

Postgraduate education programs: Samia Charfi Kaddour discussed post-graduate education 
initiatives in Tunisia , with cross-border collaboration. 

An experiment and game for IYQ2025:

Following up on a proposal made in 2024, Horacio Fernandes reported progress on an experiment 
and game design, based on adjusting the positions of cascaded in-line polarizers and measuring light 
transmission, as part of International year of Quantum Science and Technology.  The experiment, 
which is assembled using 3-D printed parts and is connected to the internet through a raspberry PI 
interface, had been set up physically at ICTP, in addition to other locations, but other than routine 
maintenance, there is no need for operators to be physically present; in fact, the apparatus is 
designed to be controlled remotely so that it is available to anyone, anywhere with an internet 
connection.  The experiment has a quantum interpretation related to Dirac's thought experiment 
demonstrating quantum superposition using three polarizing filters. 

New proposals: 

C13 recommends to make available, on request, resources for supporting early career conference 
organizers, especially those in considering to apply for Type-D conferences.  These could be based on 
existing  models—such as one used currently in Canada-- but  modified in order to be broadly 
applicable. 


