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Affiliated Commission 5 Report of Term 2024-2025
for IUPAP Executive Council & Commission Chairs
and General Assembly 2025

The International Association of Physics Students (IAPS) as Affiliated Commission 5 (ACS5), experienced
continuous growth during the term 2024-2025, characterized by structural improvements, strengthened
collaborations, and key achievements. As the IAPS Executive Committee (EC) formally represents ACS,
the AC5 Council, as an IAPS internal structure, supports the IAPS EC in managing daily operations and
tasks related to collaboration with IUPAP, ensuring the effective implementation of its initiatives. The
ACS5 Vice-Chair is responsible for chairing this internal body, known as AC5 Council.

The ACS5 Council leading team was composed of Niloofar Jokar (ACS5 Chair), Thibault Fredon (AC5 and
AC5 Council Secretary), Dimitris Gkavakos (AC5 Council Chair, from September 2024 until his
resignation in February 2025), Gabriel Maynard (AC5 Council Chair, from April 2025 until Aug 2025),
and Anant Singh (ACS5 Council Vice-Chair). A revised structure, approved the previous term, proved
essential in ensuring continuity of work during the transition within the AC5 Council under three
subgroups. Moreover, the new structure enabled a better workflow in the Council as outlined in the
current document.
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ACS Annual General Meeting 2025

This year the AC5 Extraordinary General Meeting was held in April 2025, resulting in the election of
Gabriel Maynard replacing Dimitris Gkavakos in the EC for the role of IAPS PR Manager and
Vice-President. The ACS5 Annual General Meeting was held in August 2025. Key decisions were made:

e A new EC was elected for the 2025-2026 term, with Leonor Andrade in the role of Chair of AC5
and a Vice-President who would be elected early September by the new EC.

e The ACS5 Early Career Scientist Prize renaming, previously approved by the IUPAP Executive
Council and the IAPS EC.

e The hosting committees for IAPS major events in 2027 have been appointed, with Honduras
elected to host PLANCKS 2027 and Poland elected to host ICPS 2027. As PLANCKS was most
recently hosted by a European country, AC5 gladly welcomes the opportunity to see it move to
Latin America, reflecting its commitment to fostering international collaboration.

ICPS 2025

The Association of Serbian Physics Students as Territorial Committee (TC) Serbia, in collaboration with
the University of Novi Sad, had been preparing to host the International Conference of Physics Students
(ICPS) 2025 from August 4 to 11, welcoming more than 350 participants from around the world.
However, due to an unforeseen political situation that escalated in Serbia from November 2024 onward,
the organizing committee formally resigned in early February 2025.

Following the resignation of TC Serbia, the Executive Committee explored the possibility of relocating
ICPS 2025 to other countries, including Switzerland in April 2025. While suitable venues were identified,
the level of fundraising required within the limited timeframe proved unfeasible. Consequently, ICPS
2025 was officially cancelled, leading also to the withdrawal of the related IUPAP Type A conference
sponsorship for 2025.

PLANCKS 2025: Barcelona, Spain

PLANCKS 2025 took place from May 1st to 5th, hosted by the Student Group of the Spanish Royal
Physics Society. This event, as an international theoretical physics competition, hosted about 250
participants, including 46 teams and 34 observers from around the globe, providing a competitive yet
educational experience. Participants engaged in challenging problem-solving tasks while immersing
themselves in the rich culture of Spain, fostering both academic and cultural exchanges. We were
immensely grateful for [UPAP's support as a type B conference sponsorship, which played a significant
role in the success of the event.
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IUPAP-IAPS Outstanding Student Award

After discussions with the IUPAP President, Past-President and President-Designate, the former ACS5
Early Career Scientist Prize (ECSP) was renamed to the [UPAP—IAPS Outstanding Student Award (OSA)
to fulfill complete alignment with [IUPAP rules and description of the award. The OSA continues to honor
exceptional student contributions that demonstrate both academic and scientific excellence alongside
active engagement in the international physics community building.

A dedicated and distinguished Jury has been formed of experts in different fields of physics and from
diverse global backgrounds. The application for 2025 opened on August 31, 2025, and the award process
will be fully concluded prior to the end of 2025, with the results to be shared. The OSA internal
procedures have been conducted by Priyanka Saini and Leonor Andrade as AC5 Council OSA (formerly
ECSP) Coordinators, together with Anant Singh and the rest of the AC5 Council leading team.

Collaboration with IUPAP Working Groups: Physics and Industry (WG 16) & Women in
Physics (WGS)

Over the past year, AC5 engaged with IUPAP’s Working Group 16: Physics and Industry to strengthen
links between academia and the corporate sector. The objective was to develop a framework that benefits
both IUPAP Corporate Associate Members (CAMs) and ACS5 by creating structured sponsorship
opportunities for TAPS events such as ICPS and PLANCKS. This initiative aimed to foster
industry—student connections while enhancing incentives for CAM membership. However, no expressions
of interest from CAMs were received. Within WG16, TAPS is represented by Cyrus Walther and Niloofar
Jokar, who was recently appointed to the WG.

In parallel, AC5 continued to advance diversity and inclusion through its participation in [UPAP Working
Group 5:Women in Physics. Niloofar Jokar remains an associate member of WGS, representing IAPS and
exploring areas of collaboration in alignment with WGS5 goals and objectives.

Through these activities, IAPS as ACS5 reaffirms its commitment to supporting the mission of [UPAP and
ensuring that physics students worldwide are empowered, represented, and connected within the
international scientific community.

ACS Council Outreach initiative:

Following last term’s restructuring, the AC5 Council established an Outreach Subgroup engaged by
Anant Singh and Zoé Abrahams as AC5 Council Outreach Coordinators. In line with this, its mandate is
to coordinate initiatives in Public Relations, Education, and Inclusion.
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During this term, the subgroup launched the “AC5 Virtual Outreach Talks,” to be continued as a series of
lectures aimed at familiarizing [APS members with diverse areas of physics, highlighting required skills,

research opportunities, and career prospects. The inaugural lecture was delivered by Prof. Sajal Kumar
Ghosh on soft matter and biophysics.

These efforts seek to pave the way for a future conference cycle in which IUPAP commissions and
working groups can present their disciplines to the IAPS community. The AC5 Council warmly invites
expressions of interest from [UPAP members and commissions.
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