Report of AC6

Inter-Union Commission for the History and Philosophy of Physics IUPAP and
IUHPST/DHST).
September 2024 to September 2025

The Inter-Union Commission for the History and Philosophy of Physics was established
through a MoU between IUPAP and the Division for History of Science and Technology
of the International Union for the History and Philosophy of Science and Technology
(DHST/IUHPST) in 2021.

In September 2024, Oxford University Press released the Open Access volume
Globalizing Physics: One Hundred Years of the International Union of Pure and
Applied Physics. Edited by R. Lalli and J. Navarro, the book contains 16 original articles
and one appendix, as the final outcome of the historical project on the History of IUPAP
launched on the occasion of IUPAP’s celebration of its centenary. Book is available at:
https://academic.oup.com/book/58182?login=false

From February to June 2025, IUCHPP co-sponsored the first DHST Early Career
Scholars Workshop Series organized by B. Hof and C. da Silva Neto. By addressing
topics of general interest and importance that are not included in university curricula, the
workshop series aimed to foster the worldwide integration and inclusion of early-career
scholars in the history of science and technology. The Consortium for the History of
Science, Technology, and Medicine (CHSTM) hosted the workshop series as a working
group and will publish an edited version of the meeting as a podcast series.
https://www.chstm.org/group/early-career-scholars-workshop-series

The [IUCHPP awarded the 2024 and 2025 IUPAP Early Career Prize for the History of
Physics to Dr. Joanna Behrman and Dr. Barbara Hof. https://www.iuchpp.org/prize

AC6 organized or co-sponsored four symposia at the 27" International Congress of
History of Science and Technology (ICHST), held in hybrid format in Dunedin, New
Zealand from 29 June to 5 July 2025, the main global event in the history of science and
technology organized by the DHST, where it also held a public business meeting to
discuss the future agenda of the commission. The [IUCHPP sponsored the participation of
7 early-career scholars attending the event either in person or online. At the conference
Roberto Lalli replaced Jaume Navarro as the chair of AC6.
https://www.ichst2025.org/approved-symposia-proposals#with

The IUCHPP co-sponsored and co-founded the Sixth Biennial Early-Career Conference
(ECC) for Historians of the Physical Sciences held in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil from
August 4 to 9, 2025. Hosted by the American Institute of Physics (AIP) and the Federal
University of Bahia (UFBA), the conference provided a forum for graduate students,
recent PhDs, and other early-career scholars to present their work, foster collaboration,
and discuss key issues in the historiography of the physical sciences. This was the first
early-career event of the series to be held in the Global South.
https://www.aip.org/history-programs/physics-history/early-career-conference

The IUCHPP co-organized the Sth International Conference on the History of
Quantum Physics (HQS5), designated as an IYQ Global Event and held from August 11
to 14, 2025, at the Federal University of Bahia (UFBA) in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. The
conference was endorsed by the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP)
and sponsored by partners of the International Year of Quantum Science and Technology
(IYQ) and the Brazilian National Council for Scientific and Technological Development
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(CNPq), and the [IUCHPP. Roberto Lalli represented the [UCHPP and [UPAP in the
opening and closing panels. The IUCHPP sponsored the participation of 14 early-career
scholars, covering their accommodation costs during the event. The conference featured
six keynote lectures, 26 oral presentations across nine sessions, and a poster session with
11 posters by graduate students and early-career scholars. The program also featured two
roundtable discussions titled “Two Decades of Scholarship on the History of Quantum
Mechanics” and “Visions for the Scholarship on the History of Quantum Mechanics,” and
a synthesis session with reflections on the scholarship of the field.
https://www.iuchpp.org/hqS/program

As part of its communication strategy, the [IUCHPP has created a new logo and regularly
updates its website. Moreover, it is collaborating with the H-Physical Sciences, an H-Net
network on the history of the physical sciences, to create a communication channel for
historians of the physical sciences, sharing news and information relevant to the
community: https://www.iuchpp.org/home

The commission supported the design and organization of the online “Quantum Century”
Workshop Series on the platform of the Consortium for the History of Science,
Technology, and Medicine (CHSTM) heldy monthly from October 2024 and May 2025.
Two members of the [UCHPP (Liu and Silva Neto) helped to convene the working group.
The IUCHPP also helped to promote the working group as part of the activities of the
Quantum Century, leading up to the relative symposium organized as the ICHST in
Dunedin, NZ, and the HQS. https://www.iuchpp.org/past-activities/quantum-century
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