EC&CC meeting, 27-30 October 2025
Review of Day 1

The meeting was held online with a fraction of the officers (President, President Designate,
Secretary General and Deputy Secretary General for Administrative Affairs, Associate
Secretary General, VP for Membership and Development, VP for Projects and Sponsorship
and Treasurer) and the members of the Secretariat in Trieste, Gabriella Marra and Ariella
Kranjec, in person at the ICTP in Trieste. The participants online included the rest of the
officers (Past President and Deputy Secretary General), the VPs for Ethics and Outreach
and for DEI, the Chairs of 15 Commissions, 2 Affiliated Commissions and 6 WGs, LC
representatives of 5 IUPAP Territorial Members, members of the Rejuvenation Task Group
and other invitees. The meeting took place from 2:00PM through 5:15PM with a 20-minute
break in the middle following the scheduled agenda, https://indico.global/event/15318/,
which was adopted at the beginning of the meeting.

All the participants were introduced one by one.

The Secretary General for Administrative Affairs, Stefano Fantoni, made a brief
presentation of Trieste Science System and of the International Trieste Foundation, FIT, the
organization which hosts the IUPAP’s Secretariat for Administrative Affairs and oversees
communications. IUPAP and FIT originally sighed an MOU in 2021 which is currently valid
through the end of 2026. Although Stefano will finish his term as President of FIT at the end
of 2025 and will be replaced by Marina Cobal, we expect to renew the MOU for three more
years through the end of 2029. Stefano will remain as Secretary General for Administrative
Affairs through the end of 2027. After a description of the work that the Trieste Secretariat
regularly does for IUPAP, Stefano gave an overview of the activities that FIT organized in
2025. Particular attention was paid to two in which our Union was involved that were
organized within the framework of the IYQ2025 celebrations, a public event at a Trieste
theater on the impact of quantum science on culture and literature, and a workshop on
how scientists, entrepreneurs, venture capitalists and policy makers see the future of
quantum technologies.

IUPAP’s Past President, Michel Spiro, made a brief description of the steps that have been
taken to renew the tax-exempt status of IUPAP in Switzerland (we remind you that IUPAP
is currently a Swiss association) which is advancing and of the company that audits
IUPAP’s accounts and activities in Switzerland.

IUPAP’s President, Silvina Ponce Dawson, presented the “to do list” that stemmed from
the previous EC&CC meeting held in January 2025 and discussed the advancements that
had been made in each of these issues. One of the aspects that were discussed in more
detail included the steps that were taken to increase the visibility of IUPAP in IUPAP
conferences. In this regard, the Associate Secretary General, Rudzani Nemutudi,
commented that a short video and a set of slides on IUPAP will be shared the organizers of


https://indico.global/event/15318/

conferences to be held in 2026. Commission Chairs were also reminded of making efforts
to advertise IUPAP and its actions, particularly, the Early Career Scientist Prizes, ECSPs, in
their largest conferences. The Chair of C12, Maria Jose Borge, commented that they had a
presentation on I[UPAP at a plenary session during their flagship conference, immediately
preceding the ceremony at which they gave the ECSPs to the awardees. C12 is also the first
commission whose ECSP recipients have been invited to submit a mini review to the
journal, Frontiers in Physics. Maria Jose commented that this was advancing as expected.
Silvina mentioned the outcome of the call to organize the next in-person IUPAP GA and
associated International Conference of Physics in 2027. Namely, the proposal
presented by the South African Institute of Physics (SAIP), in partnership with the Southern
Africa Physics Network (SAPhysNet) was selected by the EC. The ICP will build on the work
of IUPAP’s Working Group 21 (WG21) on Physics for Climate Change Action and
Sustainability, and its tentative title is: “Physics for Regenerative Development: Equitable
Wellbeing on a Healthy, Lively Planet” (https://iupap.org/2025/10/20/south-africa-to-host-
the-iupap-general-assembly-and-international-conference-on-physics-in-2027/). Silvina
then described another two activities that have been advanced to address issues related to
the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development (IDSSD), one of them
the IUPAP/UNESCO Colloquium Series on Physics for Society, which will cover the
themes of IDSSD starting in 2026 and the project to join forces with other International
Unions (Category 1 members of the International Science Council, ISC) to organize
interdisciplinary webinars in 2026, first, that can then be turned into reports, as currently
done by the International Union of Forest Research Organizations, IUFRO
https://www.iufro.org/, with which we are liaising in this regard
(https://indico.global/event/15318/contributions/131520/attachments/63046/122918/I1SC_
IDSSD_2025_09_15.pdf). Another ISC related issue was the presentation of the letter
addressed to immigration officers that has been signed by over 20 International Unions
(ISC Category 1 members),
https://indico.global/event/15318/contributions/131520/attachments/63046/122917/Appe
al%20to%20lmmigration%200fficers_new.pdf, an initiative that stemmed from the
proposal presented by IUPAP to the ISC GA in January 2025. Other aspects were or will be
discussed later in more detail during the meeting and are not described here.

Silvina then addressed two “matters arising”. On one hand, the proposal that IUPAP EC
signs a statement on scientific migrations in times of crises that was produced by the
participants of a session on the subject that was held at the flagship conference of C3, the
Commission on Statistical Physics (see statement here:
https://indico.global/event/15742/contributions/136092/attachments/63042/121699/scien

tific_migrations_crisis_statphys29.pdf). On the other hand, the possibility of the
participation of IUPAP at the closing ceremony of IYQ2025 in Ghana. In this regard, it was
agreed that having the winning entries of the IUPAP/IYQ2025 Photo Contest prominently
displayed at the event was one very good option.

Silvina then presented the decisions made by Council since the 33rd IUPAP General
Assembly of October 2024, including those that require ratification by the 34" GA,
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https://indico.global/event/15318/contributions/131517/attachments/63045/121705/EC_d
ecisions_GA ratification.pdf, and those that do not,
https://indico.global/event/15318/contributions/131517/attachments/63045/121877/EC_g
eneral_decisions.pdf.

The VP for Membership and Development, Igle Gledhill, made a presentation on the
status of the Union in terms of members and of the initiatives that are being followed to
retain members and increase their numbers. IUPAP currently has 52 Territorial Members
that are up to date with the payment of their dues and 8 that have been in arrears for more
than 3 years. No exclusions were to put this year (members with more than 6 years in
arrears). So far, there is only one Associated Territorial Member, Nepal, and efforts are
being advanced to incorporate physics communities from various neighboring countries as
a single (full) Territorial Member. These efforts are being carried out with the Southern
African Countries (who are directly involved in the proposal to host the 36" IUPAP GA in
2027) and the Pacific Islands. The number of Corporate Associate Members was 6 until
recently, butin 2025 one new CAM was incorporated on an interim basis as per decision of
the EC (expecting the approval of the GA) and another will hopefully be incorporated
directly by the GA on October 31%. They are the Square Kilometer Array Observatory, SKAO,
and Innovation Investment Management India Private Ltd, IIM, which are joining [UPAP with
one unit each. Igle also mentioned IUPAP Pasifika Physics Summit which will be held in
Nadi, Fiji, on 18-19 November 2025. One of the partners of this activity, UNESCO, is also
organizing an entrepreneurship and innovation student bootcamp on 17-21 November.

The VP for Special Projects and Sponsorship, Kuijuan Jin, first talked about our current
existing project, LAAAMP https://laamp.iucr.org/, which is currently carried out in
partnership with the International Union of Crystallography (IUCr), the International Union
of Pure and Applied Biophysics (IUPAB) and the ICTP in Trieste. During this year, a new
Union was incorporated as partner, IUPAB, and conversations have advanced with the
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry, IUPAC. Kuijuan expressed the need to
reach out to other potential partners, such as the International Unions of Biological
Sciences, IUBS, and of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, IUBMB. The VP for DEI, Gillian
Butcher, and Silvina offered to liaise with representatives of these and other unions.
Kuijuan also mentioned the incorporation of new AdLS partners, in particular, the
Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility, SSRF. With this, 18 AdLS facilities are partners of
LAAMP. There are currently more than 50 AdLS worldwide, none of them in Africa and only
one in LAC. Efforts can be made to bring more facilities, but also more supporting partners.
Some participants mentioned that CAMs could help fund LAAAMP. This will be explored.
The need to have more new projects was emphasized.

The Associate Secretary General, Rudzani Nemutudi, made a presentation on IUPAP’s
sponsored and endorsed conferences. The first part was devoted to a general description.
In particular, the suggestion was made of keeping the affordable registration fee at
300CHF as in 2024 and 2025. When discussing the conditions that are requested for
conference sponsorship, a comment was made that those applying for conference
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sponsorship should commit to comply with these requests at the time of application to
guarantee that they can receive IUPAP’s sponsorship. Rudzani then presented the full list of
conferences that applied for sponsorship through Commissions (43) and through ACs (2),
and his recommendation of which of those should be sponsored and in what category. In
particular, it was decided neither to sponsor nor to endorse a small conference of national
extent. Having proceeded otherwise would have established an unwanted precedent.
IUPAP’s Treasurer, Boris Sharkov, commented that he is currently part of the organizing
committee of the 2nd International Conference on Accelerators for Research and
Sustainable Development of the IAEA, https://www.iaea.org/events/accconf2026, which
will be held in Vienna, Austria, in 2026. He suggested that IUPAP could give an ECSP
(including a medal and the 1000CHF monetary award) during the conference. We will
investigate the possibility of advancing with this option.
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