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EMP is no longer marginal.
But its future direction is not yet settled. 

Why “At a Crossroads”?



What should future physicians in Japan
reasonably be expected to be able to do in English 

Why “At a Crossroads”?



◼ Look back at JASMEE’s roots
◼ Reflect on EMP’s changing position
◼ Consider JASMEE’s next stage 

Today’s purpose



As we approach the 30th

Conference

The 29th Conference is a moment to 
look both backward and forward.



JASMEE’s roots are in medical education
JASMEE developed out of the Japan Society for Medical Education (JSME)

JSME Working Group on Foreign Language Education
Chaired by Prof. Kenichi Uemura

Key concerns: 
fragmentation, lack of shared goals, institutional variability
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From JSME discussions to JASMEE
A specialized society emerged from a medical education problem

JSME Working Group on Foreign Language Education
Chair: Prof. Kenichi Uemura

Japan Society for Medical English Education
日本医学英語教育研究会

President: Prof. Kenichi Uemura

1998
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Hamamatsu

1st

Conference

… 
Conference

29th

Conference

30th

Conference

Hamamatsu

A symbolic full circle

As we approach the 30th conference, the Society returns symbolically to its point of origin.



Why the roots matter now
Remembering our roots helps clarify our future role

◼ JASMEE has become richer through interdisciplinarity

◼ But EMP remains a medical education concern

◼ Renewed dialogue with JSME is timely and meaningful



What JASMEE has built

Annual academic meetings/conferences

Journal of Medical English Education (JMEE)

Examination of Proficiency in English for Medical Purposes（医英検）

Medical English Education Guidelines

Medical English Seminars

English for Medical Purposes Blog (EMP Blog)



A society between fields

Language 
education

Medical 
education



A milestone

The Medical English Education 
Guidelines were an early attempt to 
articulate shared expectations.

2015



EMP has been repositioned

From language instruction

to professional competence

EMP is no longer only language instruction



Four forces reshaping EMP

◼ Competency-based education

◼ Internationalization

◼ Digital learning

◼ Artificial intelligence



AI changes the question

When tools can communicate in 
any language, 
what should students still learn?



The current landscape
EMP is widely present, but implementation varies greatly

English skills needed by medical doctors
“outcomes”  “competencies”

NO consensus



The current landscape
EMP is widely present, but implementation varies greatly

“General English”
literature, conversation, TOEFL …

vs

“Medical English”
terminology, medical interview, article reading … 

Depends on the university / teacher



The current landscape
EMP is widely present, but implementation varies greatly

Resources
teachers, funds, time …

Wide range, but often limited



The current landscape
EMP is widely present, but implementation varies greatly

Curricular positioning
overwhelmingly pre-clinical

BUT depends on the university



The current landscape
EMP is widely present, but implementation varies greatly

Faculty
English conversation teachers, 

language teachers, applied linguists, medical 
translators, clinicians …

backgrounds vary widely
“Am I qualified to teach 〇〇?”



The current landscape
EMP is widely present, but implementation varies greatly

Integration
English Structure & function of the body

English Organ-system based units 

little vertical / horizontal integration

Y1

Y3



How to have students acquire the 

English skills needed by medical doctors

“Reinventing the wheel”

Photo from iStockphoto.com (#14695828)



JASMEE’S next stage

Reconnecting with medical education1

Opening outward beyond Japan2

Renewing and modernizing inward3



A chance to connect
our past, present, and future.

At a Crossroads
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