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The basic premise of English education at medical schools

Acquisition of 

the English skills needed by medical doctors

Outcomes
Competencies



Theme 11
Internationalization

of the Curriculum
Current Status of

Medical Education Curricula
(Association of Japanese 
Medical Colleges, 2023)



EMP is already widely implemented
Medical/healthcare English education is present in most Japanese medical schools

78 / 82
schools

95% of Japanese medical schools 
report having implemented 
medical/healthcare English 
education

But implementation alone does not tell us 
what EMP means in practice.

Source: AJMC 2023, Theme 11, adapted and translated for the 29th JASMEE Conference



Implementation hours vary widely
The reported amount of EMP education differs greatly across institutions

3 hours 325 hours
Average 84 hours

minimum maximum

This suggests very different assumptions about the role and scope of EMP.

Variation is not necessarily a problem. Unclear expectations may be.

Source: AJMC 2023, Theme 11, adapted and translated for the 29th JASMEE Conference



EMP is mainly pre-clinical and classroom-based
Timing and teaching formats raise questions of alignment with professional outcomes

Timing

Y1

33

Y2

59

Y3

52

Y4

35

Y5

5

Y6

2

Compulsory EMP peaks in Years 2-3 and 
drops sharply in Years 5-6.

Teaching formats

Lectures 64

Small groups 51

Medical interviews 17

Clinical skills 6

Clinical practice 4

Classroom-based formats dominate; 
clinical formats are much less common.

Question: Are timing and formats aligned with intended outcomes?

Source: AJMC 2023, Theme 11, adapted and translated for the 29th JASMEE Conference



How to have students acquire the 

English skills needed by medical doctors

“Reinventing the wheel”

Photo from iStockphoto.com (#14695828)



JASMEE
Guidelines

2015



Existing reference point: the JASMEE Guidelines
One attempt to articulate expectations for medical English education in Japan

The JASMEE Guidelines remain one of the few attempts to define 
expectations for medical English education in Japan.

Visible?
Do educators know 

they exist?

Usable?
Can they inform 

curriculum design?

Fit for purpose?
Do they reflect
current needs?

Before today, were you familiar with the 
JASMEE Medical English Education Guidelines



Questions for the panel
From current practice to possible common expectations

Do we need common expectations on what 
medical graduates in Japan should be able to do in English

Should we aim for...

Revised
JASMEE Guidelines

Update and reposition the 
existing reference point

EMP representation 
in the MCC

Make EMP visible in national 
curriculum expectations

A separate EMP
model core curriculum

Define EMP competencies 
aligned with medical education

The goal is not to impose rules and regulations, 
but to provide guidance and support.
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