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A deep-tech centre 

of excellence in 

Switzerland under 

the leadership of 

ESA, implemented in 

partnership with PSI

WHAT IS 

ESDI?



WHAT IS 

Phi-Lab?

An ESDI platform 
for fostering novel, 

use-driven, 
interdisciplinary 

research via funded 
programmes 



ESDI MISSION:

BRING MORE OF SWITZERLAND'S 

COMMERCIALLY RELEVANT

AND 

SCIENTIFICALLY EXCELLENT 

DEEP-TECH TO ESA AND ITS MEMBER 

STATES (AND VICE VERSA)



DEEP-TECH: a knowledge-rich technology at the 

frontier of science and engineering, PUSHING THE 

BOUNDARIES OF THE POSSIBLE forwards.

Quantum Technologies
Materials Research

Data
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Source: Stokes, Donald E. 1997. Pasteur's quadrant: basic science and technological innovation. Washington, D.C: 
Brookings Institution Press.​



PHI-LAB Programmatic Nrs

• Call duration max. 2y

• Funding per call: ~CHF 2-4m

• Max. funding per project CHF 990k

• 1st Phi-Lab Phase: ~5 Calls (2 p.a.)

• Total Program funding: ~CHF 14.5m

• Potential additional financial “Boost” 

of select, outstanding projects

Funding also available for Industry



QUANTUM CALL 2025
“Q-CPR”

The Challenge:

at least 10x improvement in 

Compactness, Performance, or Reliability



The Challenge: 
Demonstrate a step change in AM for autonomous 

spacecraft integrity in extreme conditions

MATERIALS CALL 2025
“AM-XTREME”



DATA CALL 2026

➢ Call for Ideas (not proposals!) 
Deadline Feb 27th

➢ Workshop (Feb/Mar)

➢ Call for proposals (April)

➢ Selection (Summer 2026)

➢ Program Kick-Off (Autumn 2026)
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