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Flash talk: 
Earth’s Th/U value 

= 3.90 ± 0.15
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Calculating kPb
Subtract 

initial

k = 232Th/238U
kPb = 
(232Th/238U)time-integrated

MORB



n = number of samples measured

k = Th/U

kPb = 
(232Th/238U)time-integrated

MORB 
mid-ocean 

ridge basalts



n = number of samples measured

k = Th/U

kPb = 
(232Th/238U)time-integrated

Continental crust 
(igneous, sedimentary, & 
metamorphic datasets).
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Histograms of k and kPb values observed in this study





Th/U from Kappa (Pb) ~ 4.0 ± 0.2 for southern China


