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PREAMBLE – THE WHY AND HOW OF THE WORK THAT 

I WILL DESCRIBE
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The main characters of  

our inquiry

What 

we see 

is this

To see we need this

Ian was deeply engaged and became 

a leader early in his career in the 

fundamental exploration and in 

developing the tools to advance it



THE BEGINNING

• When I met Ian he was a Postdoctoral Research Associate at 

Syracuse University, where Daniela was pursuing her doctoral 

work. This was 1988 and the CLEO collaboration was poised to 

complete the beautiful iteration of its detector known as CLEO II. 

It featured the first CsI calorimeter, a model for the b-factories to 

follow. 

• The Syracuse team was responsible for the new muon detector for 

CLEO II and Ian and Daniela were at Cornell to work in the last 

phases of the installation and commissioning of the detector. 

• It was a period when flavor physics was still a vast unexplored 

territory, we did not yet know whether |Vub| was different than 0, 

rare decays were a largely unexplored territory, and CP violation 

in B decays was not yet established. 

A time of  big dreams: 

detector work and the 

pioneering days of  flavor 

physics
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AN EARLY BRUSH WITH DEATH

• We are here to celebrate the scientific legacy of  Ian, however there is a chapter of  his personal 

life that needs to be remembered, for the profound effect that it had in what came afterwards, 

and because it showed the resilience and grace with which Ian and Daniela face adversities:

• When his career just took a turn towards the next step in his amazing career, with a faculty 

position at Purdue University, Ian fell ill and to the astonishment of  family and friends, it 

turned out to be an acute myelogenous leukemia. Quoting from Ian:
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AND ANOTHER ILLUMINATING EXAMPLE ON HOW TO TRANSFORM 

AN ADVERSITY INTO AN OPPORTUNITY TO CONNECT

3/29/25A celebration of Ian Shipsey's scientific legacy 5

Ian was able to beat 

leukemia, but a harsh 

antibiotic treatment 

left him deaf.

This did not stop 

him from working, 

teaching, 

disseminating his 

scholarly work

After several years he was able to get 

a cochlear implant and hear again, 

making this a teachable moment too



A SNAPSHOT OF HIS CLEO II PHYSICS DAYS
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CLEO III – WORK ON 
THE CLEO III 
SILICON DETECTOR

• The last chapter of  CLEO as a proto-

b-factory experiment was to 

complement the excellent CsI 

calorimeter (the first of  its kind in 

CLEO II) with a new Si detector 

(double-sided Si) and state of  the art 

hadron ID system (CLEO LiF RICH) 

• The work on the mechanics and 

integration of  the CLEO III Si 

launched the fantastic Si laboratory at 

Purdue University, that established 

Ian and Daniela as leaders in Si 

detector design and construction
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TESTIMONIALS FROM STUDENTS

We used Linux talk to chat (thats like 
messenger without the emoji or pictures for 
those who weren’t yet born then) and 
communicate especially after I moved to 
Ithaca to work on CLEO II. Oh Boy was Ian 
chatty! online and in real life !! …?). I learnt 
an important life lesson though - being a 
great scientist also meant taking care of 
yourself as a human and enjoying life to the 
fullest … Mary Bishai

Everything we’re doing with Ian is things that have 

never been done before” Cairo, an undergraduate 

working with Ian said “He is very smart but very 

funny, and he never makes you feel dumb or tries to 

show how smart he is. Working with him is a blast!
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BUT THE LUMINOSITY EDGE 

WAS SLIPPING AWAY FROM 

CLEO/CESR
What next?
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LATTICE QCD MEETS EXPERIMENT

10

In the words of  

10/14/24Marina Artuso @ Lepage Fest

The outcome: a 

“predictive QCD 

challenge”



THE CLEO-C TASK FORCE
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A reinvention of  a laboratory with a 

mission: reaching fundamental physics 

through a deeper understanding of  QCD 

in non-perturbative domain

From A. Kronfeld: first two columns were 

predictions to be validated byt CLEO-c



IAN WAS A CHARISMATIC CLEO-C LEADER
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o Ian was an eloquent advocate of  CLEO-c, 

he gave innumerable talks to share his 

enthusiasm for this new project, he co-led 

with me the CLEO-c task force and was a 

beloved spokesperson of  CLEO-c (2001-

2004).

o His passion was extracting Standard 

Model parameters from precision studies 

of  semileptonic decays, and he completed 

several sophisticated analyses in this very 

important area of inquiry



3/29/25A celebration of Ian Shipsey's scientific legacy 13

D. Cassel



CONCLUDING REMARKS

“It is not only through our actions that we can give life meaning — insofar as we can answer life’s 

specific questions responsibly — we can fulfill the demands of  existence not only as active agents 

but also as loving human beings: in our loving dedication to the beautiful, the great, the good. 

Should I perhaps try to explain for you with some hackneyed phrase how and why experiencing 

beauty can make life meaningful?

Those who experience, not the arts, but nature, may have a similar response, and also those who 

experience another human being. Do we not know the feeling that overtakes us when we are in 

the presence of a particular person and, roughly translates as, The fact that this person exists in 

the world at all, this alone makes this world, and a life in it, meaningful.”

  Victor Frankl, Yes to Life, in spite of  everything
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A LAST WORD
Ian was blessed with intelligence, 
determination, humor and grace. A blessing 
that illuminated his life was  his wonderful 
partnership with Daniela. The story of  
resilience and powerful creative spirit that I have 
described is infused with the strong intellectual 
and emotional bond between them.

3/29/25A celebration of Ian Shipsey's scientific legacy 15


	Slide 1: Ian shipsey, a story Chapter II - the cleo days
	Slide 2: Preamble – the why and how of the work that I will describe
	Slide 3: The beginning
	Slide 4: An early brush with death
	Slide 5: And another illuminating example on how to transform an adversity into an opportunity to connect
	Slide 6: A snapshot of his CLEO II physics days
	Slide 7: CLEO III – work on the cleo III silicon detector
	Slide 8: Testimonials from students
	Slide 9: BUT the luminosity edge was slipping away from cleo/cesr
	Slide 10: lattice QCD meets experiment
	Slide 11: The cleo-c task force
	Slide 12: Ian was a charismatic CLEO-c leader
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Concluding remarks
	Slide 15: A last word

