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Overview

• My Background

• IP Basics
• The different types of IP (Intellectual Property)
• Myth busting
• Examples

• Careers in IP
• Different types of IP career
• My perspective & tips
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My Background
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What is Intellectual Property?
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Patents

Designs

Trademarks

Copyright

Trade secrets
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• Protect technical innovations = “inventions”
• Solutions to technical problems, relating to products or 

processes

• Legal “monopoly/negative” rights that protect for 20 years
• Take time and money to get granted
• Are territorial
• Get published (usually ~18 months after filing)

Patents
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• Protect market share

• Help attract investment

• Can be negotiation tools

• Can be used to generate income (e.g., sale, licensing)

• Can cut your corporate tax bill
• E.g., UK government’s Patent Box scheme

Benefits of Patents
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• New 
• Inventive
• Capable of industrial application 
• Certain subject matter is excluded from patentability, including:

• Artistic works
• Business methods
• Mathematical methods
• Computer programs

• …AS SUCH! 
• If in doubt, ask a patent attorney

Requirements for Patentability
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• Computers, computer networks etc. in which at least 
one feature is realised by means of a computer 
program

What is a Computer-Implemented 
Invention?

eip.com

• Examples include:
• Control systems
• Data security
• User interfaces
• Cloud computing
• Computer vision
• Speech recognition
• AI
• E-commerce

• Distributed ledger tech 
• Database management systems
• Natural language processing
• Augmented reality 
• Virtual reality
• Communication systems
• Computer graphics
• Quantum computing

Apple Slide to Unlock

Google PageRank
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Anatomy of a Patent
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• Description
• Background
• Summary
• Detailed description

• Drawings

• Claims
• Define scope of protection
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Patenting Timeline
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• A form of confidential information that:
• Is not generally known or readily ascertainable
• Has economic value due to its confidential nature
• Is subject to reasonable steps to keep it secret

• Examples:
• Financial information
• Business or commercial information
• Technical or scientific data

Trade Secrets
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Patent or Trade Secret?

Patent Trade secret
Published 18 months after filing Inherently secret

Limited lifespan (typically 20 yrs) Can remain protected indefinitely

Useful when use of the innovation is 
perceptible (e.g., via reverse engineering)

Useful when detection of third-party use is 
hard or impossible

Expensive to obtain Cheap to protect

Can be used to claim tax benefits via the 
UK’s Patent Box scheme

• For technical innovations, a decision has to be made
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Patenting Fundamental Research? 
• Various considerations:

• Speed of development of the field
• Likelihood of commercialisation
• Scope of protection

• Excluded subject matter?
• Cost

• No “one size fits all” answer – depends on 
nature of research

• Alternatives:
• Publication
• Keep confidential

eip.com
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“Copyright is the only form 
of protection available for 
software”

“We don’t have any 
intellectual property (IP) right 
now”

“We don't have anything to 
protect; it is all about our know-
how right now and building on 
that”

“We don't want to end up 
in litigation so there's no 
point in getting a patent”

“We have been friends for 
years; we don't need to 
waste money on a legal 
agreement”

Myth Busters
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Examples
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Light Field Display

Hairbrush

Display 
Device

Hardware for NN

Computer 
Vision

Defrosting 
Food

Natural 
Language 

Processing

Dance 
exercise 

pole
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• Patent attorney 
• Drafting patent applications
• Prosecuting patent applications
• Strategic IP advice
• Litigation support

• IP Solicitor
• Conducting IP litigation
• Preparing and advising on IP agreements

• IP Barrister
• Advocating for clients in court in IP trials

Careers in IP & key responsibilities
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Qualifying as a Patent Attorney
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Undergraduate / 
Postgraduate 

Science Degree

UK Foundation Exams UK Final Exams UK 
Qualification

European 
Qualification



Europe & USA

Better, different

Qualifying as an IP Solicitor or 
Barrister
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IP Solicitor

IP Barrister
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The Role of a Patent Attorney
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• Combines scientific understanding with legal and commercial 
knowledge

• Lots of variety
• Lots of writing!
• Always more to learn
• Key skills:

• Communication 
• Ability to rapidly understand new tech
• Time management
• Attention to detail
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Patent Attorney Career Tips 
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• Consider an internship
• Open to career switchers - can do something else first
• Read patent application(s) before applying for jobs
• Motivation is important – consider why you want to become a 

patent attorney before applying
• Pay attention to detail on CV and cover letter!
• Be prepared to explain how everyday inventions work in job 

interviews
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Thank you!  Any Questions?

Dr Gemma Martynwood

gmartynwood@eip.com

eip.com
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